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Quotes taken from Pam Daly Historic Resource Assessment Report:

MISINFORMATION: Page 5: … “As such, the buildings and structures located on the North School campus are not under the jurisdiction of the City of Hermosa Beach Municipal Code or its Historic Resources Preservation Guidelines.”
FACT:  http://www.hermosabch.org/index.aspx?page=462 Chapter 17.53 “Hermosa Beach Preservation Ordinance” (Ord. 98-1186, Section 4, 11/10/98)
17.53.020 Purpose and intent: “The purpose of this chapter is to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement, perpetuation, and use of historic resources such as buildings, structures, sites, and places within the City that reflect special elements of the City’s architectural, artistic, cultural, historical, political, and social heritage…” 
17.53.030 Area of application:  “This chapter shall apply to all historic resources, publically and privately owned, within the corporate limits of the City of Hermosa Beach.”  (Ord. 98-1186, Section 4, 11/10/98)


MISINFORMATION: Page 15: …”the construction company of Johnson and Hansen was awarded a contract to reconstruct the sole building of North School for $9,066.  According to architectural drawings on file with the Hermosa Beach City School District, the rebuilding of North School was designed by the architectural firm of Marsh, Smith & Powell (MSP).”

FACT: Hermosa School District Application 382 received from the Dept. of State Architects shows that the construction company of Johnson and Hansen along with architect Samuel E. Lunden was filed on 6/21/34 for an estimated cost of $4,335 later changed to $8,995 on future documents for Application 382 for the reconstruction of North School.  


MISINFORMATION: Page 20: 1930s Main Kindergarten, and Classroom Buildings.  “When the North School building was badly damaged from the Long Beach earthquake in 1933, the firm of MSP [Marsh, Smith & Powell] was retained by the District to rehabilitate the existing North School Building.”

FACT: MSP was NOT retained by the District to rehabilitate the existing North School building.  Samuel Lunden was the architect in 1934, Dept. of State Architects application number 382.  Five years later, in 1938 and 1939, MSP WAS retained to design two additional stand-alone classroom buildings on the campus to expand North School.  (Dept. of State Architects application number #2698 and #2820.)


FALSIFICATION: Page 21: 1. North School Main Building.  …. “During the Long Beach earthquake of 1933 the building was substantially damaged and the District was required to have the building repaired and reconstructed.  The architectural firm of MSP [Marsh, Smith & Powell] (David D. Smith, architect) was responsible for the design and reconstruction of the building.” (Attributed to the Hermosa Beach City School District. “Board of Trustee, Volume 2 (1928-1934)”, page 44.)

FACT: Renown architect, Samuel Lunden was the architect for the reconstruction of North School in 1934.  The rebuilding of North School was DSA project #382.  Attached are the Department of State Architecture Application for Approval of the Plans and Specifications for the Construction, Reconstruction, Alterations of or Additions to a School Building, application #382, Filed 6/21/34.  Architect: Samuel E. Lunden.  Including 61 pages of Specification Sheets signed by Samuel E. Lunden and Paul E. Jeffers, Architect and Structural Engineer.

FACT: North School was substantially damaged in the 1933 Earthquake.  The main building at North School was rebuilt to the Field Act (passed April 10, 1933) seismically safe specifications in 1934/1935.  The Field Act was passed by the California legislature one month after the Long Beach earthquake to ensure that California schools were the safest in the country.  


FALSIFICATION:  Page 22: 1. North School Main Building.  “The Pier Avenue School had also been severely damaged from the earthquake, and one of its original architects, Samuel Lunden, was given the job of rebuilding that school building.  
FACT: There is no evidence that Samuel Lunden was one of Pier Avenue School’s original architects.  He did however reconstruct Pier Avenue School in 1935 after the reconstruction of North School and South School as indicated by several CA Department of State Architecture documents.  It is believed that Richard King built the original Pier Avenue School and North School buildings in 1924 in the Gothic Revival style.  Samuel Lunden was born in 1897 he was only 27 years old in 1924 when the original Pier Avenue School buildings and original North School buildings were built.   


SHAMELESS FABRICATION: Page 22:  1. North School Main Building.  “Lunden had chosen to rehabilitate the Pier Avenue School in a Moderne style.  MSP [architects] may have been asked by the District to use the Moderne style of architecture for the rebuilding of North School, so that it reflected the style of architecture used on Hermosa Beach’s most prominent school building.”

FACT: Pier Avenue School was reconstructed (1935 DSA application numbers #692 & #882) after the reconstruction of North School (1934 DSA application number #382), not before.  The Art Deco/Moderne style of architecture was used in the design of North School before it was used for the design of Pier Avenue School.

FACT: MSP were NOT the architects who rebuilt North School after the 1933 Long Beach earthquake.  Samuel E. Lunden rebuilt North School in the Art Deco/Moderne style prior to reconstructing Pier Avenue School in the Art Deco/Moderne style.  (Reference:  Dept. of State Architects Blueprint Sheet #1 for North School Reconstruction Work, Floor & Roof Plans, dated July 27, 1934, application #382 and Blueprint Sheet #2 for North School Reconstruction Work, Elevations & Details, dated July 27, 1934, application #382.) 

