DISCUSSION AND FACTS
Misinformation and Misleading Statements contained in Letters to the Editor #1.

Carolyn Petty, Mayor of Hermosa Beach, 
Letters to the Editor 06/02/16, Easy Reader News:

“First, the Hermosa Beach Community Center (formerly Pier Avenue Junior High) is fully utilized, serving members of our community, young and old.”

CORRECT INFORMATION #1:
Carolyn Petty’s statement above is MISLEADING.
There is a lot of evidence that would support the opposite argument.  Please see email from Julie Nunez to the City of Hermosa Beach, dated 2014.

What are the Community Center classrooms being used for?  Could they have been held temporarily in another location until HBCSD dropped below 1,266 students?  What is the ‘greater good’ use of the Community Center if not to reduce severe overcrowding at HBCSD campuses?

According to the Recreation & Enrichment Programming guide for Sept. 5, 2022 to March 19, 2023 Community Center classes are: Tuesdays ONLY: Baby Wearing Barre, Mom & Me, Toddle Time (ages 13-24 months) and Little Wigglers (ages 2-3 years).  Other classroom uses for older children are after school classes.  HBCSD would use certain classrooms and parking at the Community Center from 8am to 4:00pm during the weekdays only.  The city could still hold classes and events after 4pm Monday thru Friday and all day on Saturdays and Sundays.

NOTE: Use of the Community Center was intended as a temporary district facility while enrollment exceeded 1,266 students.  There were no new housing developments planned for Hermosa Beach which would have permanently increase the enrollment for the district and require the building of a new campus.
  
At its most congested, HBCSD campuses would have benefited from moving 150 students to the Community Center.  150 students would likely require six classrooms.

There are four classrooms in the south wing that are leased out to adults with disabilities that are approximately 800+ square feet each.  There are six classrooms in the north wing: rooms #4, #5 and #9 (with non-structural walls temporarily removed) are 780 sq ft. each, room #7 is 1,152 sq ft., and room #10 and the Green Room are 786 sq ft. each.   Any non-structural partitions that have been erected in existing classrooms could be removed and reinstalled after the district could move students to North School.    The Community Center classrooms could temporarily accommodate any grade of middle school (5th grade through 8th grader) students to relieve overcrowding on Valley or View campuses.  See Pier Avenue School floor plan and classroom sizes.

“It is not for sale.  …. “The property would have to be purchased at current market rates.”

CORRECT INFORMATION #2:
Carolyn Petty’s statement above is MISLEADING and INCORRECT.
Carolyn Petty’s statement is a common UNTRUE trope used by the city and the school district that the school district must purchase the Community Center in order to use classrooms, office and storage space there.
According to the Memorandum of Understanding (Article 4) and many other documents, HBCSD does NOT need to purchase the Community Center in order to use classrooms, office space and storage space there.  The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) provides for the district use of classrooms, office and storage space when district enrollment surpasses 1,266 students. 

District Use of Pier Avenue School classrooms, office and storage space is specified in the Memorandum of Understanding attached to Exhibit G, the Resolution of Intention to Sell and Prescribing the Terms Thereof, contained in the Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of Pier Avenue School:

The MOU, Article 4, Further Agreements Pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding: 

Section 4.02:  “The nature of this memorandum of understanding shall be construed as being analogous to a lease in that a part of the consideration for the District selling the subject property to the City for less than fair market value is the District’s right to use the subject property facilities without cost as more particularly set forth below: and, conversely, a part of the consideration the City is giving to the District, is allowing the District use of the facilities at the subject property as more particularly set forth below.”

Section 4.02 b.: “The District shall have the right to use classrooms facilities at the subject property when and if the District’s pupil enrollment exceeds 1,266 pupils in that after the District shall be entitled to the use of one classroom per 28 children enrolled beyond 1,266 pupils.” *

Section 4.02 c.:  “The District shall be entitled to use certain storage space at the Pier Avenue School, the square foot area and location to be agreed upon by the District and the City.”

Section 4.10: “Each and all of the terms, conditions and agreements contained herein shall in every respect be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the respective successor in interest of and assigns of the District or the City.”

In addition, Exhibit J, Letter from City Attorney J.B. Mirassou dated January 20, 1978 and included with the Agreement states:

“In conjunction with the sale the City is entering into a leasing agreement with the District.  In my opinion the City has the power and the right to enter into that leasing agreement.  Upon closing the lease will be a valid and subsisting document.” (page 2)

“The parties have entered into agreements limiting the future use of the property.  This use is limited to parks, recreational, open space, educational, or other community purposes.” (page 3)

“I have reviewed and read the agreement for sale and purchase of real property and the exhibits attached thereto and have been present at the meetings between the School District and the City wherein the terms and conditions were negotiated and the agreements were reached and I am satisfied that those documents set forth the agreements made by the parties.” (page 3)

According to the Arbitration Agreement Exhibit D of the Agreement, Article 4.d: “It is the intent of the parties that Hermosa Beach residents and property owners shall be given priority in the use of the facilities.”  Many of the current occupants using the Community Center classrooms are NOT from Hermosa Beach.  


  
Please see: Facts about HBCSD contractual use of the Community Center: The Memorandum of Understanding (Attached to the Resolution of Intention to Sell… and Prescribing the Terms Thereof), The Lease Agreement for Future Use of Pier Avenue School (Exhibit K) and the Agreement for Sale and Purchase of Pier Avenue School.

NOTE: As Mayor of Hermosa Beach did Carolyn Petty had influence over many Hermosa residents.  Did she ever actually read a complete copy of the Agreement for the Sale and Purchase of Pier Avenue School before she wrote this Letter to the Editor to influence voters?  Did Carolyn Petty ever do any research on the matter by requesting past HBCSD and city meeting minutes before she made these statements to the community?   Or was she just parroting the incorrect statements from Greg Breen, Lance Widman, Superintendent Pat Escalante, City Manager Tom Bakaly and others?  

“Second, criticisms referring to “waste” are misguided.  Education spending in California ranks at the bottom of the country,…”
CORRECT INFORMATION #3:
Carolyn Petty’s statement above is INCORRECT.
According to Governing.com, in 2016 California was ranked 22ndh in the nation in Public Elementary-Secondary school per pupil spending.  That would rank California in the top-half of per pupil spending in the Country.  See Fiscal Year 2016 Public Education-Secondary School per Pupil Spending by Function chart from Governing.com

Did Mayor Petty do a Google search on how California ranks in per pupil spending before she wrote this letter to the Editor the week of a $59 million dollar bond vote?

If Carolyn Petty is concerned with HBCSD finances than she should have taken into consideration that HBCSD
would lose more than $1 million dollars by not leasing out North School to Children’s Journey from 2017 to 
2021.

After reopening North School in 2021, HBCSD is required by the CDE to use North School until 2026. 
The CDE requires that campuses that receive funding from the state be used for five years.  See letter from the 
Department of General Services, Office of Public School Construction to Superintendent Pat Escalante on 
March 26, 2014.  If HBCSD had used the Community Center instead of re-building North School from 2017 to 
2021, HBCSD could have continued to lease out North School and renovated the campus in much less time and 
without the need of a an expensive, two-year long Environmental Impact Report.  


“… and Hermosa ranks at the bottom in the South Bay.”

CORRECT INFORMATION #4:
Carolyn Petty’s statement above is MISLEADING.
This is a misleading statement.  HBCSD School Board president Mary Campbell made this same misleading statement at the HBCSD and city joint meeting of May 31, 2016.  (Time stamp: 01:08:50) 

The truth is, is that all public-school districts in California are funded the same way, by the number of students in each grade level.  There are, however, also small stipends given for at-risk students.   The State uses a minimum funding rate per student based on grade level.  In 2016, K-3rd graders were funded at $7,820/student, 4-6th graders were funded at $7,189/student, 7-8th graders were funded at $7,403/student and high school students (9th-12th grades) are funded at $8,801/student.

01:08:50	 Time Stamp:   Slide: Neighboring Districts: 
           Average Funding Amounts Per Pupil  
           HBCSD - $7,577 
		           MBUSD - $8,057  
		           PVUSD - $8,179
		           ESUSD - $8,244
		           RBUSD - $8,297

Misleading Comparison: First off, HBCSD is not a unified school district because it does not have a high school.  All the other school district on this list are UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTS that have high schools.  The chart above is comparing the Hermosa Beach City [elementary] School District to other school districts that have high school students.  High school students are funded at a higher rate by the CDE because they require more programs and specialized instruction than students in K-8th grade.

Mary Campbell’s chart is not an “apples to apples” comparison because of the absence of higher funded high school student at HBCSD as a part of total HBCSD funding levels.

“Third, traffic could be mitigated because the school would serve 3rd and 4th graders who could walk through Valley Park, as opposed to the preschool children currently driven to North School who require an adult for drop-off and pick-up.”

CORRECT INFORMATION #5:
It seems a little dangerous to have 3rd and 4th graders walking through a large public park to get to school.  Title 5 standards state that children should be dropped off adjacent to a school entrance. 
Title 5 California Code of Regulations: Article 4. Standards, Planning and Approval of School Facilities  § 14030. Standards for Development of Plans for the Design and Construction of School Facilities.

b. Site Layout.  Parent drop off, bus loading areas, and parking shall be separated to allow students to enter and exit the school grounds safely unless these features are unavailable due to limited acreage in urban areas or restrictive locations, specifically: 2. Parent drop off area is adjacent to school entrance and separate from bus area and parking.

North School was completely re-built (2017 to 2021) for 510 3rd and 4th graders, but to this date it has NOT been used for 3rd and 4th grade students.  HBCSD violated CDE Title 5 standards when they put transitional kindergarteners and kindergarteners at North School in classrooms that were less than the 1,350 sq ft recommend by Title 5 and did not have adjoining bathrooms and outdoor play spaces that were not easily accessible by the students or visible by instructors as recommend.

h. Specialized Classrooms and Areas. Specialized classrooms shall be designed to reflect the function planned for that portion of the educational program. If any of the following classrooms are needed, these standards apply: 2. Kindergarten Classrooms.
A. Kindergarten classroom size for permanent structures is not less than 1350 square feet, including restrooms, storage, teacher preparation, wet and dry areas.
B. Kindergarten classrooms are designed to allow supervision of play yards (unless prevented by site shape or size) and all areas of the classroom.
C. Play yard design provides a variety of activities for development of large motor skills.
D. Classrooms are located close to parent drop-off and bus loading areas.
E. Storage, casework, and learning stations are functionally designed for use in free play and structured activities; e.g., shelves are deep and open for frequent use of manipulative materials.
F. Windows, marking boards, sinks, drinking fountains, and furniture are appropriate heights for kindergarten-age students.
G. Restrooms are self-contained within the classroom or within the kindergarten complex.

“Children are educated in trailers.”

CORRECT INFORMATION #6:
Carolyn Petty’s statement above is CORRECT.
Yes, Hermosa students are educated in trailers because school board members decided to spend $11 million dollars to build a gymnasium/library complex at Valley School from 2005 to 2008.  The 2002 Facility Master Plan had recommended that HBCSD plan for annual 2.6% increases in enrollment.  The FMP also recommended that school board members provide 16 more classrooms, parking, additional lunch facilities, meeting rooms, etc. within 10 years (2012).

During this same period most school districts were renovating previously leased out campuses in preparation for the projected increase in students.  Manhattan Unified School District spent approximately $3 million dollars renovating Robinson Elementary School in the early 2000s.  El Segundo Unified School District also spent $4 million renovating Richmond Street school (circa 1936) for elementary school students in the early 2000s.  HBCSD was unprepared for the increase in students, therefore students had to be educated in trailers.

Between 2013 and 2015 HBCSD spent more than $1,149,000.00 on temporary classroom facilities at Valley and View Schools that did nothing to relieve overcrowding on the two campuses.

All the while, HBCSD had valid contractual provisions to use classrooms at the Community Center or renovate North School to reduce overcrowding for HBCSD students.  According to the Memorandum of Understanding (Article 4) and many other documents, HBCSD has valid contractual use of classrooms, office and storage space when district enrollment surpassed 1,266 students, which occurred in 2010.  HBCSD ignored and lied about these provisions in order to hold out for a brand new, and soon to be unneeded campus as enrollment quickly dropped after the 2016 bond vote.

“If you look to the school district to the north and south, you will see that our neighbors have already demonstrated their commitment towards educational infrastructure.”

CORRECT INFORMATION #7:
Carolyn Petty’s statement above is CORRECT.
Correct, because our neighboring school district’s facility decisions were based on the true facts and needs of the school district.  The bond monies were spent more responsibly than at HBCSD from 2002 to current.    
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